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County Commissioners Support Pause for NJDOT Highway Rockfall

Projects

By RIKKI MASSAND
May 3, 2021 at 9:00 AM

HUNTERDON COUNTY, NJ - The Hunterdon County Board of Commissioners approved a resolution
ballasting other regional efforts in objection to NJDOT’s controversial rockfall mitigation planning, creating
a platform of solidarity with both the Warren County Board of County Commissioners regarding its
opposition to mitigation measures along scenic Rt. 80 in western Jersey, and within Hunterdon County as
other local advocates remain wary of adverse impacts, as many focused on the Rt. 29 corridor south from
Frenchtown.

In March, Hunterdon County Commissioner Zach Rich urged the governing body to take preemptive action
in crafting and passing a resolution to stand against the New Jersey Department of Transportation rockfall
mitigation projects that are being planned for major scenic routes in the state. Two areas of the county were
noted to be in jeopardy of negative visual impacts and diminished aesthetic appeal – both the Jugtown
Mountain along I-78 in Bethlehem Township, and the Devil’s Tea Tablethe Devil’s Tea Table (historic rock formation) area
along scenic Rt. 29 in Kingwood Township.

On the NJDOT’s radar are projects including portions of Interstate 78 at Hunterdon’s northern stretch and
along State Rt. 29, which is a national scenic byway spanning from its interchange with I-295 in Hamilton
Township north, entering Hunterdon County from Lambertville and Stockton, and running parallel to the
Delaware River and D & R Canal, to Frenchtown.

Sign Up for Flemington/Raritan NewsletterSign Up for Flemington/Raritan Newsletter

Our newsletter delivers the local news that you can trust.

Email Address *

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google PrivacyPrivacy

Policy Policy and Terms of Service Terms of Service apply.

A resolution to support neighboring Warren County’s strong opposition to such a “blanket” strategy for
roadside rock formations was not endorsed by the county board when it first was discussed, on March 16, but
a month later an updated version conveying Hunterdon’s concerns was approved. This initiative was fine-
tuned and eventually propelled forward by the county board a month after Rich explained that Warren’s
issues with NJDOT rockfall mitigation have a correlation to Hunterdon County.

“In a nutshell, we do not want wire grading, construction and gradings all over the side of a cliff in beautiful
Hunterdon County, that’s something we want to prevent,” he said.

County administrator Kevin P. Davis told the board about areas facing DOT scrutiny for rockfall mitigation
or construction (possibly wire-fencing and reconfiguration). In August 2019, the Devil’s Tea Table area was
identified as the third highest priority rockface project in the state.

Also noted by NJDOT staff at the time, the remediation work along this bucolic stretch in Hunterdon was
scheduled for 2023, and would be funded with federal transportation dollars.

Among the worries, are that the NJDOT would blast into the rock lining Hunterdon County’s scenery and
“crape” up to 15 feet in, wire-fencing the sides while announcing this measure as justified due to falling rock
or debris.

“Concerns about the NJDOT’s plans have been raised by the governing bodies of Kingwood, Bethlehem and
West Amwell Townships, and the Delaware River Greenway PartnershipDelaware River Greenway Partnership, a number of concerned
residents and the Devil’s Tea Table AllianceDevil’s Tea Table Alliance, which includes representatives on both sides of the Delaware
River,” Davis said. “The concerns range from the high cost of the project, possible impacts to local wells from
any rock blasting that may occur, proposed traffic issues and detour plans, potential environmental
excavation and specifically not enough public input for the plan. The resolution before the board addresses
these concerns with regard to the proposed rockfall mitigation project, and calls upon the NJDOT and the
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority to pause the project and examine alternatives and to hold a
public discussion.”

The Kingwood Township Committee approved a similar resolution in early April, and The Lower DelawareLower Delaware

Wild and Scenic River went on record Wild and Scenic River went on record and asked Hunterdon County’s governing body to pass a rockfall
resolution after the Devil’s Tea Table Alliance presented the issues to them.

“I’m going to tell this board the way it works,” Rich said. “They (NJDOT) have been working at this for years,
and they have been drilling and with survey crews out on Rt. 29. The state DOT is already spending money
and the feds have already given them the money for these projects. I am saying if we do not do something
now, and the project keeps proceeding further down a path, it’s going to be harder to pull it back.”

The Hunterdon board-approved resolution cites New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) Natural Heritage Priority Sites’ Coverage for the Devil’s Tea Table formation, “created to identify
critically important areas to conserve New Jersey's biological diversity, with particular emphasis on rare
plant species and ecological communities, and the area known as Devil’s Tea Table, including siltstone and
shale cliff and adjacent dry woods overlooking the Delaware River, is designated by NJDEP as Natural
Heritage Priority site.”

The resolution also states a need for protection of the historic and cultural heritage assets of both the
Delaware River Scenic Byway (Rt. 29) and the Devil’s Tea Table, along with a glimpse at the unique history of
Hunterdon County’s Delaware River towns region.

“Whereas, the area parallels the Delaware River Scenic Byway, a designation by the USDOT, endorsed by the
NJDOT, and subject to the Delaware River Corridor Management Plan; and whereas, the bluffs along Route
29 contain world famous outcrops of Triassic-age lake cycles, known as Van Houten cycles, providing the
textbook record of lake formation due to climate change in the Jurassic and Triassic periods of the Mesozoic
Era, and which could be considered ‘geologic heritage’ due to possessing aesthetic, intrinsic or scientific and
educational value, and providing unique insight into geological processes; and whereas, the Devil’s Tea Table
geologic formation also has unique local, historical and geological significance, and is believed to hold
religious significance to Indigenous people; and whereas, the archaeological record the Kingwood Township
Route 29 corridor revealed artifacts of Indigenous people and prehistoric man inhabiting this portion of the
river corridor dating from 6500 B.C. through the 1700's, when the Turtle clan of the Lenapi Indians occupied
the area,” the resolution read in citing the properties of the area.

Rich said that while it would be up to the collective Board of County Commissioners, “with whatever we want
to do,” his points on March 16 emphasized the timely action of Warren County’s resolution as a proactive
stance to preserve the natural beauty and vistas that people associate with Central West New Jersey. He
noted that, along with County Commissioner J. Matthew Holt, he’s worked on the resolution with attention
to detail.

When the board voted on this resolution on April 20, Rich thanked his colleagues and the support for
“pumping the brakes on this.”

“We just really need to sit down with the NJDOT and the NJTPA and everybody can get on board, get on the
same page and figure this out,” he said.
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Baseball: Undefeated Hunterdon Central Hands Watchung Hills
First Loss, 13-2

By TAPINTO FLEMINGTON/RARITAN STAFF

May 4, 2021

WARREN, NJ — Hunterdon Central scored eight runs in the seventh inning to put

an exclamation point on its sixth consecutive victory, 13-2, over previously

undefeated Watchung Hills on Monday.

Christian Petino went 3-for-5 with a home run, two RBI and three runs scored, and

Brandon Padre went 2-for-4 with three RBI, two runs scored and a double for the

Red Devils (6-0), who scored two runs in ...

Read More »

Citing Downward Trending Numbers, Murphy Eases More
Restrictions on Gatherings

By JOHN MOONEY

May 3, 2021

TRENTON, NJ -- With COVID-19 numbers trending decisively in the right

direction and New Jersey progressing toward its adult-age vaccination goals, Gov.

Murphy on Monday announced an additional easing of restrictions, including a

removal of all percentage capacity limits for indoor and outdoor businesses, a

lifting of the prohibition on indoor bar seating, and an end to the outdoor

gathering ...

Read More »

Superintendent: Flemington-Raritan District Planning for Normal
School Year Come September

By GARTHIA ELENA HALBERT

May 3, 2021

FLEMINGTON, NJ - Students at Flemington-Raritan Regional School District

have gotten used to a new normal of mask wearing and sitting behind plastic

dividers with at least 3 feet of distance between desks.

Come September, school will continue to look a little more like normal with full

days of instruction. Currently, the district operates under an early-release

schedule.

“Here in ...

Read More »

Kyle McCoy: 6-3, 165-pounder Lefthander for Hunterdon Central
Baseball

By TAPINTO STAFF

May 3, 2021

Recently, Kyle McCoy pitched a three-hitter to lead Hunterdon Central to a 2-0

baseball win over Montgomery. The southpaw pitcher, a member of the class of

2022, needed just 84 pitches to achieve his win. He struckout 12, walked no one,

and completed his second consecutive complete game shutout.

According to the Diamond Nation website, "The 6-3, 165-pound lefthander went 6-

1 for the Hunterdon ...

Read More »

Horace G. Prall, Governor of New Jersey

By TAPINTO STAFF

May 3, 2021

Horace G. Prall, a governor of New Jersey, was born near Ringoes, New Jersey in

1881. His education was attained at the State Model School, at Harvard University,

where he graduated in 1906, and at New York University, where he earned an

LL.B. degree in 1908. 

After establishing himself as an attorney, Prall entered into politics as a

Republican. From 1926 to 1927 he served as a member of the ...

Read More »

Abby Lantos: Outstanding Lacrosse Player for Hunterdon Central

By TAPINTO STAFF

May 3, 2021

Abby Lantos scored four goals for the Red Devils, as the Hunterdon Central girls

lacrosse team scored 11 goals in the first half and went on to a 16-4 victory over

Hillsborough in a recent game. 

According to her profile on ConnectLAX, a college sports recruiting website, Abby

started playing lacrosse when she was in first grade. She has played midfield and

learned to also play attack the last ...

Read More »

Hunterdon County Reporting 18 New COVID Cases Since
Thursday

By TAPINTO FLEMINGTON-RARITAN

May 3, 2021

HUNTERDON COUNTY, NJ - Hunterdon County reported 18 new COVID-19

cases since Thursday, bringing the total to 8,661, as of Sunday.

The county is not reporting any new fatalities, keeping the total at 118, between the

ages of 31 and 102.

The breakdown of towns is as follows:

Alexandria Township – 249 cases, 1 death 

Bethlehem Township – 266 cases, 2 deaths 

Bloomsbury Borough – 51 ...

Read More »

New Jersey Residents Can Now Get a "Shot and a Beer"

By TAPINTO STAFF

May 3, 2021

NEW JERSEY - Governor Murphy announced that New Jersey is launcing a "Shot

and a Beer" program, encouraging eligible residents, ages 21 and over to get

vaccinated.

Any New Jerseyan who gets their first vaccine dose in the month of May and takes

their vaccination card to a participating brewery will receive a free beer. The

following are restaurants and brewing companies are ...

Read More »

Baseball: Hunterdon Central Beats Bayonne, 11-0

By TAPINTO FLEMINGTON/RARITAN STAFF

May 2, 2021

FLEMINGTON, NJ — Dylan Brunetti drove in five runs and Jared Bridenbaugh

pitched a one-hitter in Hunterdon Central's 11-0 baseball victory over Bayonne on

Saturday.

Brunetti was 2-for-2 and Chase Fischer went 2-for-3 with a double, three runs and

two RBI for the Red Devils (5-0), who scored three runs in the first inning and

went on to hand Bayonne (4-1) its first loss.

Bridenbaugh threw 69 ...

Read More »

Hunterdon Central Superintendent Honored by New Jersey
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages

By TAPINTO FLEMINGTON-RARITAN

May 2, 2021

FLEMINGTON, NJ - Hunterdon Central Superintendent Jeffrey Moore was

selected as the 2021 Superintendent of the Year by the New Jersey Teachers of

English to Speakers of Other Languages/NJ Bilingual Educators.

The organization is an association of NJ educators that work with the instruction

of English language learners, according to a release.

Moore, the release said, was chosen for the ...

Read More »
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Horace G. Prall, a

governor of New Jersey,

was born near Ringoes,

New Jersey in 1881. His...

An…

Anne Marie Macari - Award Winning

Poet

Read More »

Macari is a graduate of

Oberlin College and holds

an MFA in creative

writing from Sarah...

James Cozzens: Pulitzer prize-

winning American author

Read More »

James Cozzens was a

Pulitzer prize-winning

American author whose

work enjoyed an

unusual...
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Over the next decade, whatOver the next decade, what
should our concerns beshould our concerns be
regarding population growth inregarding population growth in
New Jersey? New Jersey? 
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The 2020 census is finally
out! And the good news
for New Jersey: Unlike
our neighbor to...

Welcome to the first StraightWelcome to the first Straight
Talk television show on TAPintoTalk television show on TAPinto
TVTV
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Welcome to the first
STRAIGHT TALK
television show on
TAPinto TV. Each

show State Senator...
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Janice Kovach is the mayor ofJanice Kovach is the mayor of
Clinton TownClinton Town
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Janice Kovach is the
mayor of Clinton Town,
the secretary of the New

Jersey Democratic...

Sharon Mahn interviews Dr.Sharon Mahn interviews Dr.
Paul Marciano for "One of YourPaul Marciano for "One of Your
Business"Business"
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Sharon Mahn
interviews Dr. Paul
Marciano, a leading

behavioral psychologist and business...

Take Me to Your Leader: WalterTake Me to Your Leader: Walter
Baumgarten is the currentBaumgarten is the current
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Walter Baumgarten is the
current mayor of
Bethlehem Township, NJ.

He first got involved...
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goals for the Red Devils,

as the Hunterdon Central

girls lacrosse...
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Recently, Kyle McCoy

pitched a three-hitter to

lead Hunterdon Central to

a 2-0 baseball...

Hunterdon Central wrestling team is

3-0 in the Skyland Conference as

of March 26th.  
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The Hunterdon Central

wrestling team recorded

seven pins en route to a

tremendous 63-9...
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Welcome to the Movie
Gurus column! Kevin
Gootee and Kevin Israel
are two New Jersey
based...
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WEST CALDWELL, NJ --

While Joseph DalBon,

DMD, may be best known

as a top-notch local...

Ne…

New Jersey Films, Filmmakers and

Writers Nominated at the 93rd

Academy Awards
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LITTLE FALLS, NJ — On

Sunday, April 25th 2021,

the 93rd Academy Awards

will be held in...
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HUNTERDON COUNTY,

NJ - Hunterdon County

reported 22 new COVID-

19 cases as of Monday,...
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Murphy Eases More Restrictions on

Gatherings
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TRENTON, NJ -- With

COVID-19 numbers

trending decisively in the

right direction and New...
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HUNTERDON COUNTY,

NJ - Hunterdon County

reported 18 new COVID-

19 cases since Thursday,...
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HOLLAND TOWNSHIP,

NJ – Holland Township

has received an award for

its stewardship of one...
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The Carpool Cinema is

back on Saturday night!

Join the ACME Screening

Room again this...

Mayoral Candidate

Forum Lambertville Thursday, May

13th 7 pm

Read More »

Thomas Jefferson said, 

"An educated citizenry is a

vital requisite for our

survival as a...

South Hunterdon Board of Education

Approves Budget, Facilities Plan
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LAMBERTVILLE, NJ -

The South Hunterdon

Board of Education’s

(BOE) public budget

hearing...
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Atlantic Health System, a

leading provider of health

care in New Jersey,...
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Two very important
events occurred in
1977. One, I was born. 
Two, Star Wars came...
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25 years after establishing
one of the first integrated
health care systems in
New...
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dose of a...
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Finally, it’s Spring!  Thank
God the winter is over! 
Bring on … well, whatever
outdoor...
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HUNTERDON COUNTY,

NJ - The Delaware River

Scenic Byway is a winner

of the 2021 National...
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of Readington Township’s

land...
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HUNTERDON COUNTY,

NJ - The Hunterdon Art

Tour, a self-guided tour

showcasing studios and...
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NEW JERSEY -

- Beginning today, walk-in

vaccinations are open to

all New Jerseyans age 16+...
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TAPinto Flemington and
Raritan
on Monday

Send us your College Decision Day
photos, and we'll publish your students'
photo and where he or she will be going
next year! Email ablumberg@tapinto.net,
and congratulations to everyone!!
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